TERM 2 WEEK 2 2021

School Newsletter
MESSAGE FROM KAYLENE
Dear Parents & Families,
Teaching and learning is a focal point for all schools. At Sacred Heart Primary School we are
a community of learners, working together to learn more about our world, one another and
develop the necessary skills to reach our full potential as students, educators and parents.
Teachers play a critical role in schools and have a significant impact on student learning
outcomes. As a profession, educators are constantly striving to improve, building on their
existing knowledge and practice about what works and what has less of an impact on student
growth. We are a reflective community of educators and value working collaboratively to be
effective (Rickards, Hattie & Reid, 2021)
Over the past two weeks, two examples of this have been evident at our school.
On Tuesday, the P-2 educators and school leaders
visited a school in Footscray to learn more about
teaching and learning within Discovery, an inquiry
based strategy whereby children ask questions,
wonder, problem solve, think critically and creatively
and draw on their existing knowledge of the world.
Afterwards, the Sacred Heart team discussed the core
‘take-aways’ and how we can continue to build on what
we know and do to have an impact on student learning
and engagement at Sacred Heart.

The second example of our commitment to continual
improvement and ongoing learning is the awarding of a
Master of Leadership (Australian Catholic University) to one
of our Year 4 teachers, Damien Murray. We would like to
congratulate Damien on his achievements and the
completion of his further studies in the field of education.
Leadership comes in many forms and we look forward to
benefiting from the expertise Damien brings to our school,
both in the classroom and outside the classroom.

Speaking of leadership, it was a privilege to be a part of the Newport
RSL ANZAC Day ceremony last Sunday. Our School Captains and
Vice Captain, Veronica, Wil and Alice represented Sacred Heart
Primary School beautifully, speaking about what ANZAC Day means
to them, spreading poppy seeds and laying the wreath on behalf of
our school community. Father Binh also led the local Newport
community in prayer. They each demonstrated what leadership is all
about through their words and actions. Well done to all involved.
Last but by no means least, we warmly welcomed back our Year 6
students from Canberra this afternoon. By all accounts, the children
had a wonderful experience and learned a great deal through their
visits to sites such as the War Memorial, Australian Institute of Sport
and Parliament House. We look forward to hearing all about it next week! We wish our Year 3
students an equally fabulous time at camp next week as they head off to Lady Northcote
Camp in Bacchus Marsh.

A reminder that next weekend is Mother’s Day and we have lots on next week including our
Mother’s Day Breakfast on Wednesday morning. We hope to see all of our Mums and special
women there for a yummy breakfast cooked by the Sacred Heart staff.
We also wish Jeanette, one of our Year 5 teachers all the very best and a speedy recovery
after breaking her leg and ankle last week.
Warm Regards

Kaylene
School Principal

INTRODUCING SMILING MIND
We are excited to be launching Smiling Mind at Sacred Heart from Term 2. Smiling Mind is an
online tool allowing educators to bring Mindfulness into their classroom.
Research suggests that children who practise Mindfulness can;
reduce stress and worries, create a sense of calm, learn how to
relax and regulate emotions, improve concentration, develop a
sense of empathy and connectedness and enjoy better sleep.
(Smiling Mind Website 2020)
We will be implementing a whole school approach to Mindfulness
at Sacred Heart. Students will participate in a Smiling Mind meditation immediately after
lunch. This is an opportunity for students to unwind after a busy play time and prepare for their
last hour of learning.
If you would like to learn more about Smiling Mind, please feel free to explore their website.
The attached article explains the importance of Mindfulness and benefits for our children
today.
Erin Stone
Deputy Principal and Learning Diversity Leader

LEARNING & TEACHING NEWS
Term 2 Curriculum News
Please click here to read the Curriculum News for Term 2.

Term 2 Learning Disposition and the The Learning Pit
This term's learning disposition is "persistence". In our staff meeting
last week, Jeanette, our Year 5 educator, challenged our staff and put
their ability to persist to the test! They found themselves in the "learning
pit" with a set of knitting needles and a ball of wool.
In its simplest form, the Learning Pit represents a challenge. Taking on a
challenge is like getting into a pit. We may feel uncertain and it takes
effort to climb out. When we do climb out, it means we’ve learnt
something new.
This knitting experience highlighted the many strategies that our students need to use when
faced with a challenge and to get themselves out of the learning pit to their "EUREKA!"
moment!! Already this term, students have begun setting goals, learning how to develop a
growth mindset and focusing on strategies to help them when they are being challenged.
Cath Palmer
Learning and Teaching Leader

THE ARTS
Exciting news for Year 6 students!
This year the year 6 students will be participating for the first time in Wakakirri, a dance
competition. Together we will create a Story-Dance which is a 3-7 minute performance that
theatrically tells a story using a combination
of dancing, creative movement and acting
to pre-recorded music. We are very
fortunate to be working with a
choreographer from Wakakirri, Andy Howitt
whom the students met last week.
The competition will take place in Moonee
Ponds at the Clock Tower, in the middle of term 3. Tickets will be available for the families to
attend the night of the performance. (More information on ticket price and dates will follow).
The students are so excited and up for this new challenge!
Rita McEwen
ARTS EDUCATOR

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
In Religious Education, the approach we use for our teaching and learning is ‘Pedagogy of
Encounter.’
Its aim is to engage the ‘head, heart and hands’ of students. It
-

Provides a systematic and sustained engagement with Catholic beliefs and teaching
Engages students with Catholic beliefs and values without imposing these beliefs on
the students
Creates spaces where the students feel free to share their own understandings and
viewpoints, even as they engage with the Catholic story
(Sharkey 2015, p29)

The three integrated components that work together to build the foundations for a Pedagogy
of Encounter are:
-

Knowledge and Understanding
•
The modes of learning in this strand include: exploring, identifying, puzzling,
thinking critically, analysing, finding out and seeking multiple perspectives.

-

Reasoning and Responding
•
The modes of learning in this strand include: listening with compassion, sifting
and sorting out, questioning, wondering, responding, prioritising, making
judgements, considering and empathising.

-

Personal and Communal Engagement
•
The modes of learning in this strand include: making connections, discerning,
evaluating, appreciating, deepening awareness, reflecting, imagining and
applying.

Kellie Noonan
Religious Education Leader

SPORT & PE
Last week, the Sacred Heart PS Year 5 and 6 students competed in the Interschool Sports
Finals. We congratulate all competitors, both our own
and from schools we competed against, for the
sportsmanship and persistence shown throughout the
season. Well done everyone on a great morning.
All teams won except for mixed tennis (they drew but
lost on a count back).
The division finals are in Term 4
Tennis - Tuesday 5th October - Bayside College,
Williamstown
Basketball - Wednesday 6th October - Altona Sports
Stadium
Softball - Thursday 7th October - Greenwich Reserve, Williamstown
Volleyball - Friday 8th October - Eagles Stadium, Werribee

P-2 CROSS COUNTRY
On Tuesday afternoon, our P-2 children headed down to Leo Hoffman Reserve for the Sacred
Heart P-2 Cross Country.
There were plenty of smiles, lots of persistence and encouragement. Well done to our little
ones for a fantastic effort. Thanks to Anne for the organisation and arrangements for the
afternoon.

STUDENT WELLBEING & FAMILY ENGAGEMENT
I hope you all had a fun and relaxing break over the school holidays.
Although children and parents alike look forward to this time of less structure and demands, I
am sure most parents end up hearing that dreaded phrase “I’m bored!” at some point during
the holiday period!
In a recent post on The Resilience Project website they reflect on 'Why it’s good for children to
be bored'. It explains that we are actually helping our children when we tell them to just go
outside and play! Allowing children to experience boredom and be creative improves
emotional wellbeing and mental health.

The Resilience Project is an inspiring initiative that I have written about before. The original
book written by Hugh Van Cuylenberg is a great read, the website is also a great resource
and has a section that provides activities and ideas to help families promote wellbeing in the
home: TRP@HOME.
I hope you find it as beneficial and rewarding as I do!
Lyndal Acreman
Student Wellbeing & Family Engagement Leader

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
The Sacred Heart School Vision Statement and Philosophy speaks of
creating a Catholic faith community that, with Jesus as our model,
promotes tolerance, compassion, equality, justice and joy in each
other’s presence.
As educators, we look for and celebrate these qualities, dispositions
and character traits to acknowledge these in others. This includes
children, staff and parents that are part of our community. Each fortnight, Acknowledgements
are shared within the whole school community at assembly and via an announcement in the
Newsletter. Students receiving an Acknowledgement next week are:
Class
Prep A

Name
Tom Egry

For
Showing persistence when
completing a new task. Well
done Tom. I am super proud
of you.

Class
Prep C

Jack
Looking at the initial sound of
Smaragdas the when attempting to read
a new word. What a
champion you are Jack. I am
super proud of you.

Year 1E

Year 2M

Year 3KN

Milla
Stringer

For your dedication and
persistence in reading. Your
amazing effort is paying off!

Kyus
Butson

For being an active learner
by always striving to do his
best and treating everyone
with respect.

Sebastian
Bilaver

For reflecting on his learning
and posing questions and
wonderings during reading

Alissa
Rosini

For being a dedicated and
reflective student who is
always focused on learning.

Elly
Pozzuto

Ishaan
Shetty

Year 4S

For the wonderful active learning
you are showing. It is great to
see the persistence you show in
order to achieve your best.

Name
Isla
Fumberger

Showing persistence when
sounding out tricky words. I
am so proud of the way you
modelled your writing to Prep
C and wrote a sentence all by
yourself!

Jack Morton For showing persistence and
enthusiasm when reading. It
was fantastic to see you using
your letter/sound knowledge to
sound out tricky words. Well
done Jack!
Year 1L

Asimina
Zervas

For showing kindness to
others and listening
respectfully during whole class
sessions. Well done Mina!

Lucas Magri For your determination and
hard work in reading - well
done!

Year 2V

Year 3G

Jonas
Arvanitakis

For being an active learner by
always contributing during
whole class discussions.

Alexis
Advani

For displaying persistence
when completing a challenging
task. Well done on always
trying your best.

Heidi
Casement

For being a role model to
others by showing how active
learning includes listening and
focus on work.

Jimin Lee

For working hard to show
kindness and respect to
others.

Henry Ward

For managing yourself in the
classroom. You have made a
great effort to make good
choices and your learning is
awesome!

For the focus and attention you
are giving to your work. You are
showing amazing active learning
in all you are doing.

Mia Meilak For your keen attitude to
learning during reading and
maths. You have been a
superstar at persisting with
your times tables!

For

Year 4D

Year 5J

Year 6 LK

Ruby
Acuna

For showing strong friendship
and support to your
classmates. You continue to
look out for other people and
offer great kindness!

Zac
Holland

For demonstrating excellent
active learning skills and
applying himself to all tasks.
Keep up the amazing work
Zac!

Angelina
Veres

For being an active role
model for 5J by
demonstrating the Ways of
Being Together in all aspects
of her schooling.

Mohamed
El Hawli

For being a good self
manager and having a
positive attitude while on the
Year 6 Canberra camp.

Flynn
Hurnard

For being an active learner
during the Year 6 Canberra
camp by providing thoughtful
and relevant responses and
questions during our daily
excursions.

Amelia
McEwan

Year 5N

For persisting when learning
gets hard. You are a master of
the learning pit! Keep it up!

Josh
For persisting when he is
Shergold-Smit presented with challenges,
h
particularly in Maths. Keep up

the amazing work!

Year 6K

Meisha
Williams

For being an active learner in
class. You are always working
hard to produce your best
work and you persist through
challenges.

Mollie
Donovan

For your resilience and
positivity during our Year 6
camp in Canberra. I love how
you demonstrated persistence
when faced with challenges.
Well done!

Jake de
Brabander

For your wonderful enthusiasm
and engagement at our Year 6
camp. It was great to see you
so positive about your learning
experiences. Keep it up!

ASSEMBLIES
Our next assembly for the year will be on Friday, 7th May
Current capacity limits, as advised by the School
Operations Guide (MACS) (inclusive of visitors, staff, and
students) based on available floor space; with the density
limit of one person per two square metres applied means that we are still unable to have
parents onsite to attend school assemblies unfortunately.

BIRTHDAYS
Birthdays
Class
Prep

Name

Date

Lacey Scott

April 30th

1E James Hart

30th April

1L Charli Acuna
Harry McAuliffe

4th May
7th May

Year 4

Emily Taliana
Alinah Khalil
Mustafa Kahli

19th April
20th April
20th April

Year 5

Alicia Turcinovich

30th April

Year 6

Alice Palmer
Hannah Williams

4th May
7th May

Year 1

Year 2
Year 3

YEAR 6 CAMP
Our Year 6 students have recently undertaken an education tour of the national capital.
Students were given the opportunity to participate in a variety of educational programs
with a focus on Australia’s history, culture, heritage and democracy.
The Australian Government recognises the importance of all young Australians being able
to visit the national capital as part of their Civics and Citizenship education. To assist
families in meeting the cost of the excursion the Australian Government is contributing
funding of $45 per student under the Parliament and Civics Education Rebate program
towards those costs. The rebate is paid directly to the school upon completion of the
camp.

FUNDRAISING
We will be holding our Mother’s Day Stall next
Wednesday, 5th May. Students will have the
opportunity to purchase items for their mother,
grandmother or other special person. Gifts will range
from $1 - $6.
Students are asked to please bring their money (no
more than $10-$15) in a secure envelope, purse, zip
lock bag etc clearly labelled with their full name and class. They are also asked to
please bring a bag to carry their gifts safely home.
A big thank you to Sally Malady who is coordinating the Mother’s Day Stall this year. We
are asking for Parent Volunteers to help out with the Mother’s Day stall - Tuesday
afternoon, 4th May from 2pm-3:15pm, for setting up and Wednesday morning, 5th
May from 9am-11:15am to help the students purchase their items and then to help with
the packing up. All Parent Volunteers are required to have a current Working with Children
Card.
If you are able to help out at the Mother’s Day Stall, please contact Sally Malady on 0432
738 043.

PARISH NEWS
Click on link to read: Parish Newsletter
Click on link to read: Whats on in May
A parishioner has kindly donated a couple of
suits for children making their sacraments to
wear. If you would be interested in further
information, please contact Ivana at the Sacred
Heart Presbytery email:
newport.spotswood@cam.org.au

SECONDARY SCHOOL NEWS
Welcome back to Term 2. The change in weather certainly
reminds us that we are heading towards winter. Our
students and staff have certainly hit the ground running in
Term 2 with a range of activities already occurring, including
ACC sport where ther Division 2 football team had a big win
over St Bernards.
Also, applications are now being accepted for Year 7, 2023 and close onFriday 20th August
2021. A Prospectus Pack containing an application form can be requested from the College
website, www.ecmelb.catholic.edu.au under the enrolment information tab or by contacting
the College Registrar at enrolments@ecmelb.catholic.edu.au or calling 8325 5119
Emmanuel College will be holding their annual Open Day on Sunday 23 May, 2021.
● St Paul’s Campus – 10.30am – 1.30pm
● Notre Dame Campus – 11am – 2pm
Registrations are essential and can be made from the tour & events tab on the right hand
side of the homepage of the College website. We hope to see you soon.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
APRIL
26/30th April

Year 6 Camp Canberra

MAY
4th May

Year 3-6 Cross Country
School Advisory Council Meeting 7pm Staffroom
5th May
Mother’s Day Breakfast & Mother’s Day Stall
6th/7th May
Year 3 Camp Lady Northcote, Bacchus Marsh (One Night)
10th May
School Closure Day - Learning Progressions in Writing
11th/13th May NAPLAN Testing Period
17th May
School Talk & Tour for 2022
25th May
School Talk & Tour for 2022
27th May
Year 4 - 6 Godspell Musical @ Emmanuel College
27th May
Confirmation formation evening led by Fr Elio Capra attended by students,
parents and sponsors. 7pm
JUNE
11th June
16th June
17th June
18th June

JULY

Feast of Sacred Heart – Whole School Mass
Year 4 students Emmanuel College Experience
WMR Cross Country Final
Year 6 Sacrament of Confirmation at 5:00pm & 6:30pm & Interschool Sport
Finals

AUGUST
13th Aug
29th Aug
SEPTEMBER
1/3 Sept

School Closure Day - Feedback Cycle for Students
Year 4 Students First Eucharist 11:15am & 12:30pm

Year 5 Camp Anglesea

OCTOBER
Reconciliation 2021
TBA
Year 3 Sacrament of Reconciliation
NOVEMBER
1st Nov
2nd Nov
12th Nov
15th Nov
17th - 19th Nov
29th Nov

Closure Day – Assessment and Reporting
Melbourne Cup Day Holiday
Years 4 - 6 Open Water Learning Experience
Years 4 - 6 Open Water Learning Experience
Year 4 Don Bosco Camp
Curriculum Closure Day - Planning for 2022

DECEMBER
15th Dec

School finishes for Students

